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Tips for Applying for and Managing the Scholarship Search
Start searching for scholarships as soon as possible. There are
many scholarships available to students in grades K-11, so don't
wait until spring of your senior year. Continue searching for
scholarships even after you are enrolled.
Use a free scholarship matching such as Fastweb.com. The
Fastweb database is updated daily and the site will email
notifications of new scholarships that match your profile.
Answer all of the optional questions on a scholarship matching
web site to create as many matches as available.
Look for local scholarships on bulletin boards near the guidance
counselor or financial aid offices, or the library's jobs and careers
section. Improve grades for more matches.
To win more scholarships, apply to every scholarship for which
you are eligible. lt gets easier after several applications. Also,
pursue small awards and essay contests. Essays can be reused
and tailored to each new application.
Don't miss deadlines. Use checklists to get organized.
Tailor your application to the sponsor's goals. Read and follow
the instructions carefully.
If you have difficulty writing essays, record yourself as you
answer the question out loud and transcribe the recording. Most
people think and speak faster than they can write or type. Write
an outline afterward to organize your thoughts.
Personalize your essay and be passionate. Write about
something of interest to you. Make your application stand out
from the crowd, talk about your impact on other people and give
specific examples.

Common Scholarship Application Mistakes
Missing deadlines
Failing to proofread the application
Failing to follow directions, especially regarding essay length
and the number of recommendations
Omitting required information
Applying for an award when you don't qualify
Failing to apply for an award for which you are eligible
Failing to tailor the application to the sponsor
Writing a boring essay
Writing an essay that may offend the reviewer
Including exaggerations or lies on your application
Beware of Scholarship Scams
If you have to pay money to get money, it's probably a scam.
Never invest more than a postage stamp to get information
about scholarships or to apply for a scholarship.
Nobody can guarantee that you'll win a scholarship.
Do not give out personal information like bank account, credit
card or Social Security numbers.
Beware of the unclaimed aid myth. The only money that goes
unclaimed is money that can't be claimed
Essential Scholarship Resources
Fastweb Free Scholarship Matching Service:
www.fastweb.com
FinAid's Scholarships Section: www.finaid.org/scholarships
Search for Scholarships on the Web:
www. fina id .org/websearch
Beware of Scholarship Scams:
www.finaid.org/scholarshipscams and
www.ftc.gov/scholarshipscams
Education Tax Benefits: www.finaid.org/taxbenefits and
www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p970.pdf
Federal Student Financial Aid: www.fafsa.ed.gov

Check your online presence to ensure that it looks professional.
Review your social media profiles and remove inappropriate and
immature material. Use a simple email address, such as
firstn_a_me.lastna_me@g,:n9il.com.
Proofread a printed copy of your essay and the application for
spelling and grammar errors.
Make a copy of your application before mailing it. Send by
certified mail, return receipt or with delivery confirmation.
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Top Scholarships by Category
Scholarships for Age 13 and Under

Most Unusual Scholarships
Scholarship for Left-Handed Students
Duck Brand Duct Tape Stuck at Prom Contest
David Letterman Telecommunications Scholarships
Zolp Scholarships
Patrick Kerr Skateboard Scholarships
Scholar Athlete Milk Mustache of the Year Award
National Marbles Tournament Scholarships
Klingon Language Institute Scholarships
National Beef Ambassador Program
Vegetarian Resource Group Scholarships

Scholarships for Community Service

Most Prestigious Scholarships
Marshall Scholarships
Rhodes Scholarships
Winston Churchill Scholarship Program
Harry S. Truman Scholarships
Henry Luce Foundation Scholarships
Morris K. Udall Foundation Undergraduate Scholarships
Robert C. Byrd Honors Scholarship Program
Barry M. Goldwater Scholarships
Elie Wiesel Prize in Ethics Essay Contest
National Merit Scholarship Corporation

Segal AmeriCorps Education Awards
The Do Something Awards
Comcast Leaders and Achievers Scholarships
Discover Card Tribute Awards
Echoing Green Fellowships
The Heart of America Christopher Reeve Awards
Kohl's Kids Who Care Program
Samuel Huntington Public Service Awards
National Caring Awards
Youth Action Net

Scholarships that Don't Need an A

Most Generous Scholarships
Intel Science Talent Search
Siemens Competition in Math, Science and Technology
NIH Undergraduate Scholarship Program
Elks Nat'I Foundation Most Valuable Student
Competition
Davidson Fellows
Intel International Science and Enqineerinq Fair
Rotary Foundation Ambassadorial Scholarships
Collegiate Inventors Competition
Coca-Cola Scholars Program Scholarships
Gates Millennium Scholars
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National Spelling Bee
National Geography Bee
National History Day Contest
Jif Most Creative Peanut Butter Sandwich Contest
Scholastic Art & Writing Awards
Christopher Columbus Community Service Awards
Dick Blick Linoleum Block Print Contest
Gloria Barron Prize for Your Heroes
Patriot's Pen
Prudential Spirit of Community Awards

US Department of Education (Federal Student Aid)
AXA Achievement Scholarship Program
Horatio Alger Association Scholarships
Ayn Rand Institute
Girls Going Places Scholarships
Holocaust Remembrance Project Essay Contest
Americanism Essay Contest
AFSA National Scholarship Essay Contest
Red Vines Drawing Contest
Community Foundation Scholarships
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Scholarship Guide
Master the Basics
Where to start
• Go online and take advantage of free scholarship matching
services such as www.fastweb.com for local, regional, state,
national awards and college-specific scholarships.
• Ask your school guidance counselor about local, private and
corporate sponsorships.
• Search your community. There are many philanthropic and
non-profit organizations that may offer awards. Visit your
school or local public library to research scholarships. Ask
your parents' employers and unions if they sponsor
scholarships for children of employees.
How to prepare
• Get organized and keep the scholarships you are working
on separate from those you have not started. Use a calendar
to keep track of dates and deadlines or the status tool
available on Fastweb.
• Know your time frame to apply. Complete and submit the
easiest scholarships first. Then focus on the scholarships
with earlier deadlines and ones that may require more time.
Allow plenty of time when requesting letters of
recommendation.
Submit your application
• Remember to check your spelling and grammar.
• Proofread your materials and have a teacher, parent or
friend review your application and essay if submitting online
or by mail. They can provide feedback and catch mistakes.
• Keep a copy of your application, if you submitted paper or
electronic copy.

The Scholarship Essay/ Application
Before you begin:
•
Develop a theme that fits the scholarship. Learn about the
scholarship provider's mission and goals. Tailor your
essay/application to complement the sponsor's
expectations. For example, if the provider is interested in
community service, highlight ways you impact your campus
community and your community at large within your essay.
Here are a few topic ideas:
Personal achievements
• Talk about specific interactions you had with others.
Sponsors want to know the impact you had on others and
what this says about "you". Do you still keep in touch with
anyone you've helped? How did you influence their lives?
• How did your achievements reflect your values? Why are
your achievements important to you? Did you do something
that received high praise or recognition?
• Personalize your experience. For example, what makes the
volunteer and community service you've performed unique?
What made you stand out?
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Academic plans and possible major
• Instead of saying, "Science is my favorite subject," discuss a
specific assignment or project that you worked on that
sparked your interest. Give examples.
• Avoid saying that you selected a major or career path to
"help people." What specific actions can you take to improve
the lives of others? Discuss how your values are relevant to
what you will be studying in college.
Social issues and current events
• Think about current issues or events in the news that you
feel strongly about.
• Do you know a lot about a controversial topic?
• Do you know of someone who is directly involved in an issue
who might be able to provide insight?
Mentors, admirers and influences
• Think about your friends and family, community and the
things you've learned outside of the classroom. Pick specific
people, incidents and learning experiences to write about
that will let your personality come through.
• Is there a person you aspire to be like within your chosen
academic major or career path? Someone who encouraged
you to succeed?
• Focus on specific qualities or actions that the person has
inspired in you.

What Do Judges or Evaluators Look For?
Do you qualify? Every year, students waste time by applying
for awards they aren't eligible to win. If you don't meet the
eligibility criteria, don't enter!
Is your application presented well? Type your essay and
check for grammar and spelling errors. Place the application,
essay and other contents in a large folder for mailing. Do not
fold any of the materials.
Did you include all required documents? Make sure you
include all required academic transcripts, references and letters
of recommendation. When selecting individuals to provide you a
letter of recommendation, be sure you know them very well and
give them ample time to provide you a letter and provide them a
self addressed stamped envelope, if it will be mailed.
Did you answer all of the questions? Double-check that you
haven't forgotten any required information.
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Scholarship Scams Tip Sheet
How do I recognize a scholarship scammer?

Beware of False Claims
"For a small fee, we'll give you a list of scholarships."
• Never spend money on a fee-based matching service.
The biggest and best award databases are free online.
"We 'li help you complete complicated forms."
• Information about the Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA) and other forms is available for
free from your guidance counselor, your library and the
U.S. Department of Education. You still have to fill out
the same basic information for a fee-based service that
you would directly for the FAFSA.
• Your school financial aid administrator and College
Goal Sunday programs can help:
www.collegegoalsundayusa.org.
• For general financial aid or FAFSA-related questions,
call 800-4-FED-AID (800-433-3243).
"You are guaranteed a minimum of $1000 in awards."
• A service can't guarantee any scholarships because they
have no control over the scholarship judges' decisions.
"We have a 96% success rate."
• These false success rates indicate the percentage of
students they've successfully matched with the
database, NOT the number of students who actually
receive money.
"We'll need a bank account and pin or credit card number to
verify your information."
• A legitimate scholarship provider won't ask for bank
account, credit card or Social Security information.
"We will do all the work for you."
• To win a legitimate scholarship, you must submit your
own applications, write your own essays and solicit
your own letters of recommendation.

Indicates you won an award for which you didn't apply
Does not supply valid contact information
Guarantees you will win an award
Requires personal financial information (such as,
credit card numbers, checking account numbers,
and/or Social Security numbers to verify or hold a
scholarship)
How do I recognize a legitimate scholarship services?
Does not guarantee you will win an award
Sends information about awards when you request it
Makes contact information available upon request
Should not direct you to a fee-based provider because
they know that financial aid information is readily
available for free
What if you suspect a scam?
Save all of the forms you receive from the company
Keep copies of written details about the offer and any
correspondence, emails or other paperwork
Make sure all materials are dated
Take notes during seminars and phone conversations
(record the date, time, phone number and the
person's name with whom you spoke), include a
detailed account of your conversation
Take a copy of all literature and correspondence
concerning the scholarship to your school's financial
aid office, who can verify if the organization is
legitimate.
Financial Aid Seminars & Consultants

Report suspected scams to the following organizations:

How do I protect myself from being scammed by a
consultant or financial aid seminar?
• When choosing to utilize the services of a consultant,
consider their qualifications carefully. Find someone
who has worked as a college financial aid
administrator, Certified Public Accountant (CPA) or
Certified Financial Planner (CFP).
• If a financial aid consultant refuses to sign the paid
preparer section of the FAFSA that is a red flag.
• Some seminars use high pressure tactics to get you
signed up for their service, while only answering
questions after you agree to pay a fee. Don't trust
anyone who encourages you to do something
unethical. If you falsify financial aid forms, you can be
fined $20,000, sent to prison, or both. If you need help
understanding the financial aid process, contact your
financial aid office as soon as possible.

National Fraud Information Center (NFIC)
800-876-7060 I www.fraud.org
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Federal Trade Commission (FTC)
877-FTC-HELP (877-382-4357)
www.ftccomplaintassistant.gov
Better Business Bureau (BBB)
703-276-0100 I www.bbb.org
US Postal Inspection Service (USPIS)
800-654-8896 I postalinspectors.uspis.gov/
State Attorney General's Office - Visit your state's website
for state attorney general's contact information. Ask them
about filing a complaint with the Bureau of Consumer
Protection.
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